FROM PASTOR

We learn in scripture that God becomes more and more non-
violent as the story of salvation unfolds. Violence is never
good, it does not produce fruit worthy of repentance. | hope
you will join me in praying that all humanity will be set free
from fear, put all our weapons down, and truly be able to live
life in all its fullness.

My heart breaks for the people of Ukraine. | believe all people
are good (See Genesis 1). | don’t think | will ever understand
how political leaders can stir up entire nations of inherently
good human beings to hate, rage, and murder their brothers
and sisters, and do all sorts of things that are terribly bad. (See
Genesis 4, it doesn’t take long does it?)

I know many of you have been looking for ways to help and
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| commend to you both Lutheran World Relief (which is focus-

ing efforts around refugee resettlement) and the UNICEF
“Children in the Crossfire” fund which is providing lifesaving
support for children and their families under threat.

| am very interested in helping get Zion in a place where we
are able to support refugee families that are certainly on their
way. Please reach out to me directly if you would like to be a
part of a Refugee Welcome and Support Team.

As we emerge from COVID and now face the economic disrup-
tions caused by this very stupid war, | also want to make sure
to remind you all that the Zion family is here to help each oth-
er. We have resources to offer if you need some support to get
through these difficult times. Also, If you ever need a safe
place to talk and pray, | am here for you. You are not alone.
Please ask me if you are in need of assistance and whatever
we can do, we will do.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER WORSHIP

Palm and Passion Week

; We will begin with palms and end
0 NA, in anticipation of the

resurrection.

Saturday April 9 5:00pm
Sunday April 10 9:00am

Maundy Thursday April 14 7:00pm
Good Friday April 15 7:00pm

Easter Weekend
Alleluia! |25

He is Risen

He is Risen,
Indeed!

%‘ »
FOR YOU

Saturday April 16
Sunday April 17

5:00pm Easter Vigil
6:15am Sunrise Service
9:00am

11:00am

Easter Breakfast 10:00—11:00am




Loving Our Neighbors

IN 3 HOUSEHOLDS i

STRUGGLE WITH

l 1
#DIAPERNEED
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This Lent the entire Upstate New
York Synod is collecting... Diapers!

March 6 — April 10

What are the consequences
of diaper need?

One in three families suffers from diaper need in
the U.S. Based on present funding in NYS and
many other areas in the United

States, diapers cannot be purchased with food
stamps. Babies who remain too long in a

soiled diaper are exposed to increased health risks
and concerns. Diaper need creates additional stress
and concern for the family as well. Most child care
centers, even free and subsidized facilities, require
parents to provide a day’s supply of disposa-

ble diapers; therefore, many parents cannot go to
work or school if they cannot leave their babies at
child care. Join as we support this important Synod
effort for local WNY families in need.

Shopping on Amazon? If you need sugges-
tions, here’s a link to Zion’s Diaper Drive
wish list:

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
Is/1Y2ATM6KKUR8F?ref =wl share

Items needed: disposable diapers (any size),
pull-up sizes 2T - 5T, wipes and
diaper cream
Zion’s donation drop off location is in the entrance area
near the church office.

from the
Community of Good Neighbors

Thank you to all who donated food for Feb-
ruary's special pantry requests. It is so very
much appreciated by those in need.

One dad was so excited when he saw his
son's favorite cereal - he knew it would
bring a smile to his son's face as well as fill
his empty belly. Zion is so generous! Thank
you all for doing the Lord's work and for
your continued donations.

Monetary Donations may be made out to
”Community of Good Neighbors” and sent
to: Upstate NY Synod
Att: Michelle Josephson
PO Box 160
Syracuse, NY 13214

A BIG 9oth BIRTHDAY CARD SHOWER
THANKYOU!

Janice Hartwig’s birthday card shower was cel-

ebrated in an overwhelming and generous way

with more than 150 cards. Janice celebrated

her goth birthday with family at her daughter’s
home.

Leona Allan, Janice’s sister, also wishes to ex-
tend a BIG thank you to all for thoughts and
prayers, and expressions of sympathy for the
recent loss of her son Russ. Leona expressed

her appreciation with the scripture passage
from Romans 8:23:

“All things work together for good to them that

love God.”


https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1Y2ATM6KKUR8F?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1Y2ATM6KKUR8F?ref_=wl_share
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FRIDAY NIGHT
6:00-7:30
K-5th Grade
MARCH 11th
LUCKY CHARMS

Some of the shamrock and horseshoe shapes
in Lucky Charms are seen as good luck charms.
Through a series of Minute to Win it Games,
kids will match luck with skill and learn
that they don't need either to win
the love of Jesus.

Join the fun...Bring a friend!

Faith Formation Hour
10:30-11:30

Calling all kids.
Join us for a unique experience through the
season of Lent. We are doing away with the
traditional classroom time and preparing for the
Mystery of Easter with some deliberate, kid’s
choice, hands-on activities, Come check it out!

\ENIDEVGTIONS

You can pick up your copy of the Lenten

Devotion in the Gathering Area or download a

digital copy found on the Zion website.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 27-JULY 1

KiDs PREK—5TH
DINNER AT 5. PROGRAM RUNS 6 — 8:30

Climb aboard for mountains
of fun at Rocky Railway!

On this faith-filled
adventure, kids discover
that trusting Jesus pulls

them through life’s

ups and downs.

REGISTER TODAY
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Ji
SUS” powen pyLs us THROVS®

The Big g

\ - \
NI v N e N’

NEW MEMBERS/RE-NEWING MEMBERS

Join Pastor Roger for
LIVING FAITH 101

On Easter Sunday we will affirm our baptismal
promises and welcome a class of New Members into
the congregation of Zion.

If you would like join the congregation please enroll in
this course. If you would like to renew and reignite
your faith life please enroll in this course.

Class Schedule

Sundayvs at 10:30am

March 6th
March 20th
April 3rd
(Lunch after last class!)

Please call the Church Office to enroll in this course.

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS

First Communion will be offered to all children
3rd grade and older who have not yet received
first communion instruction and are interested
receiving the Sacrament.

Pastor Roger will be teaching two plepn ation clas-
ses on Sundays at 10:30am. -

March 13th
and
March 27th

First Communion will be on
Maundy Thursday
April 14th, 2022 at 7pm

THE COFFEEHOUSE MINISTRY

Join us as we tackle the
next Big Question. We meet
every third Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. in
the Grove.

-

Topic for March 16
Is Hell Real?

The discussion is led by Mark Sivecz. Come by and
enjoy a beverage (hot or cold) and a little fun, faith
and fellowship.



YOUTH NEWS

Help us raise money for
our youth:
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Basket Raffle
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donating a RAFFLE

~
\ ~

basket for the $5 ALL YOU -~ N —— \
raffle, contact CAN EAT / |
Emily. / \

~ Reminder~ Join us at Zion Lutheran I \

Church |
baskets are SUNDAY
due by MARCH 27TH

F riday AT 5PM For Basket Raffle

Donations' text Emily @
March 25th (716) 997 -8346

12 VOLUNTEeers Overnight Lock-in

\
\ are KeY! 6th—12th Graders
Volunteer Opportunities — All are Welcome! Saturday, March 19th
The youth will be packing lunches at Seneca 9:00pm—29:00am

then stay for Sunday’s service!
st. Church (1218 Seneca Street Buffalo, NY) on ( VI y )

the following dates and times:
wing > anaimes Bring your pillow & sleeping bag to Zion

Saturday March 12th from 11am - 2pm for a night of games, movies & FUN!
Sunday March 13th from 12:30pm - 3:30pm Snacks and breakfast provided.
Interested? Contact Emily Lotocki @
If interested, text Emily at (716) 997-8346 or 716-997-9846

email Pastor Roger pastorrog-
er@zionclarencecenter.com



FACTS AND FIGURES

Our Giving to God
Our Worship Attendance

Weekends 5:00 |9:00 |Total |S.C.S| Offering
2/5-6 65 67 132 |34 $8,705.25
2/12-13 48 77 125 35 $2,519.76
2/19-20 35 101 |136 |32 $9,028.25
2/26-27 35 85 44 $10,158*
* includes Simply Giving

Average Attendance as of: 2/28/22 103
Average Attendance for the same period in 2021: 60

Pastoral Acts

i

=4 “Do not let your hearts be troubled” John 14:1

Baptism “By Water and the Word”

Born Baptized

9/1/21
8/10/21

2/20/22
2/27/22

Levi Raymond Hodge
Graham Ulysses Dexheimer

Financial Secretary Needed!

Zion is most grateful for Lorrie Barker who is
stepping down from her post as Financial
Secretary for Zion. The Financial Secretary is
the person who receives and posts Zion's
funds in support of our mission. If you are
interested in this opening or would like more
information, contact the Church Office.
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Interested in
designating your
contributions to Zion?

When giving, your enve-
lope, check or on-line contributions may be
designated in the following ways:

Current support Zion’s mission, ministries
and operating costs.
Roof Repair Fund to support the replace-

ment cost of our roof

ZIRF (Zion Improvement Repair Fund) goes
toward future property improvement and
capital projects

WAYS
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SERVE

ZION NEEDS YOU...

e To be Scripture Readers proclaiming
God’s Word in the congregation!

(Especially for Saturday’s 5pm service)

e To be Ushers, inviting people into worship
and helping with offering and communion.

e To be on the Audio/Visual Team and keep
our liturgy and music sounding and looking
good.

e To help with Serving Communion.

If you feel called or led to serve in any of
these ways, contact the Church Office or say
“YES!” if asked.



“God loves you, No Matter What”

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM :

Please place order by Palm Sunday, April 10
Return to church office ]

EASTER LILY :
4 flowers & up $ 8.00 E
2 plants per pot $15.00 :
TULIPS Red, yellow, pink, lavender or two-tone
62”7 pot $ 8.00 :
DAFFODILS :
627 pot $ 8.00 :
HYACINTHS :
2 bulbs $6.00 :

COMBINATIONS- (with bulb stock and/or spring flow-

ers) :
8” round pot $18.00

All plants-foil wrapped
NAME: :
PLANT ORDER: :
AMOUNT ENCLOSED: .

GIVEN: Acknowledgment will be in the Bulletin on East- *
er. (e.g.. in honor, in memory, in celebration of)

Please put order form with payment in the secre- :
tary mailbox in the office hallway :
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Ok SOUP Midweek Lenten
W@/j Prayer and Soup
Supper

March 10 - April 7
@ 6:00 pm
Join with Pastor and friends Thursday
evenings during Lent for fellowship and
delicious homemade soups

Zion Book Club
Monday, March 14, 2022
3:00PM at Zion Church Coffee House

If | Were You by Lynn Austin

Historical fiction during gone of the most
challenging eras in history, with a plot
twist, also explores the power of friendship
and faith
All are welcome
Any question call Helen Klebes 406-9719

Angel Food Ministry

The Angel Food Ministry now has a small group
of dedicated volunteers who have offered to
cook meals for those in our congregation who
are in need.

So how does Angel Food Ministry work? If you
have a short term need for meals such as
recovering from surgery or illness, death in
your family, birth of a new baby etc. please
contact me. I'll do an initial screening of
individual needs and then get the team of
volunteers organized to develop a meal
schedule that will work for all.

We can still use volunteers who would be
willing to cook a meal from time to time for a
family in need. The more volunteers we have,
the more families we can serve.

Karen Forster-829-9565




“God of grace and comfort, enfold them

with your mercy...”

We Pray for those in need of
hope and healing...

Virginia Prellwitz
(George/ Brenda Tapia'’s sister-
in-law);

Brian Rybarczyk;
Debbie Griffiths;

Sue Aichinger;

Jeff Malash
Bruce Gullberg;

Brian Guyer;

Laura Mosher;

Mark Mongell, Jr.
Donna Leman;

Floy Schmidt;

David Marusa;
Janet Russo
(mother of Michael Russo)
Nicholas Russo
Alex,

(brother of Evonne Michel)
Jan Kostek
Judy Dickinson
(friend of Linda Hirtreiter)
Natalie Kaczor and family
(friend of Ann Hasselbeck)
Jan and Don Murdock
(Sue and John Jarrett’s friends)
Tom Klebs
(husband of Helen Klebs)
Shirley Steger
Family of Robert Russo
(father of Michael Russo)
Family of Walter Kaczor
(friend of Ann Hasselbeck)

God of compassion, your Son Jesus
Christ, the great physician, made
the broken whole and healed the
sick. Touch our wounds, relieve
our hurts, and restore to us
wholeness of life, through the
same Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

If you have a prayer concern or
to update our prayer list please
contact the Church Office at
(716) 741-2656

We Pray for those serving in
the Armed Forces...

Almighty and everlasting God,
whose providence guides your
people in diligent service, bless
the officers and enlisted women
and men of the Armed Forces as
they perform the duties of their
calling.
Bill Smith
Okinawa
Son of Sandy Smith
Jason Ferrari
Ft. Riley, KS
Anthony Ferrari
Washington
Sons of Christine Morgan
Chad Miller
Air Reserves, NF Air Base
Son-in-law of Linda Bosinski
T.]J. Kobee
Texas
Son of Chuck and Lynn Kobee
Nathan Rogers
Grandson of Bob & Shirley Hoehman
Matthew Koeppel
Army, Arlington, VA
Grandson of Chuck and Karen Strait
Michael Pagnotta
Marine Boot Camp
Nephew of Bob and Pat Morris’
daughter
Trevor Ward
Fort Knox, KY
Husband of Lindsay Ward
(Ziemendorf)

Give them not only true love of

country but also love of you and
an understanding of your love for
all people; so that, relying upon
your guidance, they may
courageously defend our nation
from every foe, promote justice,
honor, and unity among our
people,
fostering mutual respect and
understanding among all peoples
of the world. Amen.

and be a means of

Daily Prayer

Join Pastor Roger for LIVE
daily prayer
every evening at
(or around) 8:00pm
on our Facebook page.
(https://
www.facebook.com/
zionclarencecenter)

WNY CHURCH

Worship On-line and on TV
Check out our TV Ministry!
WNYChurchUnleashed.com

A partnership of Zion, St. Paul’s,
and Parkside bringing a message
of grace to the world.

“We want you know that you are
unconditionally loved by God.”

Airs Sunday at 10:00 am on
channel 5 (meTV) or channel 67
(wbbz)

Monday Prayer and
Fellowship Group

https://

You can sign in here
zoom.us/j/719400523

but now you'll be asked to enter
a password and that number is
615002

Please let me know if you have
any troubles with this new login
info. I don’t expect there will be
any hiccups but you can call me
with any questions .

Hope you join us. Jeff 984.7321



https://zoom.us/j/719400523
https://zoom.us/j/719400523
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MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

Pastor Roger Griffiths E-mail: pastorroger@zionclarencecenter.com
Elaine Baker’s E-Mail: elaine@zionclarencecenter.com

Emily Lotocki’s Email: Emily@zionclarencenter.com

Office Manager (Patti McLean): E-mail: office@zionclarencenter.com
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm, Friday-closed

Church Office: 741-2656 Website: zionclarencenter.com

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH— March 2022

Let your faith be bigger than your fear.



