
 

 

ZION 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SOUNDS  OF  ZION 

Our Church Newsletter 

D E C E M B E R  2021 and JANUARY 2022 

“Love has come—a light in the darkness!  
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.  
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;  
hear how their song of joy arises:   
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!   
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. ”  
 

All I want for Christmas is for the church 
to finally see the love.   

—Love is patient, love is kind.   

I want us to care for each other, to be 
generous and compassionate with each 
other.   

—Love is not envious,  or boastful,  or     
arrogant,  or rude.   

I want to talk to new parents excited 
about celebrating baby ’s first Christmas.   

—Love does not insist on its own way.  

I want see all of us to do the right thing, 
even if it  is not the easy thing.   

—Love is not irritable, or resentful.   

I want to witness the recovery of an     
alcoholic or an addict.  

—Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 
but rejoices in the truth.  

I want to experience celebrations of    
human diversity, inclusivity, and         
scientific ingenuity.  

 —Love bears all things,  believes all 
things,  hopes all things, endures all 
things.   

I want to spend time with families who 
are grieving a recent death and share in 
the memories and share in reminding 
each other of the promise that…  

Love never ends. 

 

Merry Christmas,  

Pastor Roger 

FROM PASTOR 
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Pastor Roger Griffiths
@chrisk@cvktechnical.com would you please add this newsletter to our website when you have a chance.



 

 

 Children’s Christmas Pageant  

December 19th, 9:00am 
  

Church Unleashed and Outdoors  

December 24th, 12:00pm 

Located at the Clarence Town Park Pavilion  

5400 Goodrich Rd. 
  

The Nativity of Our Lord 

December 24th, 5:00pm 

A Child Centered Service 

  

December 24th, 8:00pm 

Traditional Candlelight Service 

Pre-Service Music  

Begins at 7:30pm 

  

Lessons and Carols  

December 26th, 9:00am 

CHRISTMAS AT ZION  
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December Youth Event  

Cookies and Cards @ Zion Wednesday December 22nd from 6pm - 9pm 7th - 12th 

Grade “Come bake some cookies and play games with friends! Text Emily @ (716) 

997-8346 to RSVP" 

January Events 

Join us for  

The  Annual Family Blessing held on  

Sunday, January 9th at the 9:00am service 

******************* 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on  

Sunday, January 9th after the 9:00 am Worship Service.   



 

 

“I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to be measured. 

Then your lives will be filled with all that God is.” 

Ephesians 3:19 

 

Are you in High School?  

Are you interested in diving deeper into your faith Journey?  

 

Join Us:  

 
ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 

JULY 24th—28th 2022 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Email Emily for more information: EMILY@ZionClarenceCenter.com 

 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Email Emily for more information: EMILY@ZionClarenceCenter.com 

YOUTH NEWS 

Senior High  

Winter Retreat 

January 7-9, 2022 

Fun in the snow at LCLC. 

Get re-acquainted with 

your camp friends from 

summer and make new 

friends for next year. 

Come and see what 

LCLC is all about.   

4th-8th Grade  

Winter Retreat 

March 4-6, 2022 

A taste of summer in the 

middle of winter. Bible 

studies, sledding, camp-

fires, games, singing, 

great food, and great 

friends. Don’t miss out on 

this great time.   
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FRIDAY NIGHT 

6:00-7:30 

THE COFFEEHOUSE MINISTRY 

  

 

 

Join us as we tackle the next Big Question. We meet 
every third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Grove.   
      

Topic for December 15th  

What’s the Difference Between  
Miracles and Magic?   
Topic for January 19th 

What Makes God, God? 
   
The discussion is led by Mark Sivecz. Come by and 
enjoy a beverage (hot or cold) and a little fun, faith 
and fellowship. 

      We are preparing for the 
Christmas program. 

      The wonderful story of our      
Savior’s birth will be told 
through scripture, drama and 
song.  We will present the    
program during the 9:00      
Service on December 19th 

     Want to sing in the Youth Choir?  This is open to kids 
3rd grade and up.  Practice is on Thursday nights from 
5:00—6:00 on December 16th and 23rd.  There will be 
family style dinner to follow. 

     If your family is planning on attending the 5:00     
Worship Service on Christmas Eve, we are looking for 
children and youth to participate in the liturgy.  Kids will 
assist Pastor Roger in building the Nativity.   

     There will be a Christmas Eve Service Sign-up Sheet 
on the table in the Gathering Area for those who are 
interested in helping with either the 5:00 or 8:00     
service.                    

December 10  

Rice Krispies - We can’t help but make 
some noise when we share Jesus with 
others! 

Once you add milk to Rice Krispies, they 
start making a lot of noise. Kids will learn 
that when Jesus changes your life, you 
can't help but make some noise by sharing 
Him with others.  

January 14  

Cap’n Crunch - We keep commitments to 
Jesus when others go soggy! 

Those crispy nuggets in the box of Cap'n 
Crunch keep their crunchy texture even 
in milk. Kids will learn to keep their    
commitment to Jesus even when others  
try to get them soggy.  

Based on Favorite Cereals! 

  

 

DECEMBER 26th 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

PARTY 

10:30—11:30 

Fun & Games included 
for all kids. No formal  

classes scheduled.     

Faith  Formation Page  

Email Elaine for more information: ELAINE@ZionClarenceCenter.com 



 

 

Angel Food Ministry 

The Angel Food Ministry now has a small group 
of dedicated volunteers who have offered to 
cook meals for those in our congregation who 
are in need.   
So how does Angel Food Ministry work?  If you 
have a short term need for meals such as 
recovering from surgery or illness, death in 
your family, birth of a new baby etc. please 
contact me.  I'll do an initial screening of 
individual needs and then get the team of 
volunteers organized to develop a meal 
schedule that will work for all. 
We can still use volunteers who would be 
willing to cook a meal from time to time for a 
family in need.  The more volunteers we have, 
the more families we can serve.  
Karen Forster-829-9565 

 
Fall/Winter 

Clean-Up, Paint-Up, Fix-Up  

Zion’s building needs some love and we’re 
seeking help from the Zion Family to chip away 
at some long-needed cleaning and repair work. 
No special skills required, just a few hours of 
your time here and there to make Zion a little 
more beautiful and user friendly. 
Also, if you have things strategically stored at 
church, please let us know so we do not move or 
discard your wares.   
Contact Jeff Aichinger if you’re interested. 

jeffaich@rochester.rr.com or 716.984.7321 

 
Worship Life 

Please consider serving through one of these 
Worship Life teams: 

   
READERS proclaiming God’s Word in the 
congregation!  (Especially  for Saturday 5pm) 
USHERS, inviting people into worship and 
helping with offering and communion.  

A/V TEAM keeps our liturgy and music 
sounding and looking good. 
ALTAR prepares the altar and sanctuary for 
worship and helps clean up after.  

Loving Our Neighbors  

Nurturing Team 
We are all members of a caring and loving family 
through Christ and volunteers are needed to 
reach out to members of Zion who are on our 
prayer list. We send cards of encouragement, 
make phone calls, and pray for and with those in 
need of special care and love. 
 

Cards and postage will be provided if needed. 
 
For more information, please call Pat Domagala 
at 688-2116 or Sue Jarrett at 984-8612. 
 

 
Zion Handbell Choir  

Are you interested in music and fellowship? Our 
bell choir needs you! We rehearse weekly Sep-
tember through May, then ring monthly during 
worship, and for Christmas and Easter services.  
 
All are welcome in our choir! Not ready for a 
commitment? We can always use your help as a 
sub. If you are hesitant because of a meager mu-
sic background—no worries! We will teach you 
all that you need to know and make sure you are 
comfortable ringing before performances. We 
offer small group and private practices until you 
are ready to join our group rehearsals.  
 
Contact our director, Brenda LiPuma, at zi-
onhandbells@gmail.com for more information. 
 
 

Zion Praise Choir 
After too long apart the praise choir is dusting off 
the pipes!  Join us in song!  If you sing in the car 
or shower or have never sung before, you have 
met the requirements! 
Contact Pastor Roger if you are interested!  
PastorRoger@zionclarencecenter.com 
 
REHEARSALS are Thursday at 6:30 
UPCOMING PERFORMANCES 
Christmas Eve Services—December 24th 
 

7 

mailto:jeffaich@rochester.rr.com


 

 

“God of  grace  and comf ort ,  enfold  them  with  your me rcy …”  

We Pray for those in need of 
hope and healing... 
 

Virginia Prellwitz  
(George/ Brenda Tapia’s sister-

in-law);  
Brian Rybarczyk;  
Shirley Willman;   
Debbie Griffiths;  
Sue Aichinger;   

Michael and Linda Malash 
(Uncle and Aunt 

 of Karen Forster) 
Bruce Gullberg;  

Brian Guyer;  
Laura Mosher:  

Mark Mongell, Jr.;  
Donna Leman;  

Ernest & Floy Schmidt;  
David Marusa;  

Parents of Michael Russo;   
Alex, brother of Yvonne Michel.  

Nicholas Russo;  
Jan Kostek  

The family of Ernest Schmidt 
The family of Richard  

Marquart 
 

God of compassion, your Son 
Jesus Christ, the great 
physician, made the broken 
whole and healed the sick. 
Touch our wounds, relieve our 
hurts, and restore to us 
wholeness of life, through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have a prayer concern 
or to update our prayer list 
please contact the Church 
Office at (716) 741-2656 
 

We Pray for those serving in 
the Armed Forces... 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
whose providence guides your 
people in diligent service, bless 
the officers and enlisted women 
and men of the Armed Forces as 
they perform the duties of their 
calling.  

Bill Smith 
Okinawa  

Son of Sandy Smith 
Jason  Ferrari 

Ft. Riley, KS 
Anthony Ferrari 

Washington 
Sons of Christine Morgan 

Chad Miller 
Air Reserves, NF Air Base  

Son-in-law of Linda Bosinski   
T.J.  Kobee 

Texas 
Son of Chuck and Lynn Kobee  

Nathan Rogers 
Grandson of Bob & Shirley Hoehman  

Matthew Koeppel 
Army, Arlington, VA 

Grandson of Chuck and Karen Strait 
Michael Pagnotta 
Marine Boot Camp 

Nephew of Bob and Pat Morris’ 
daughter 

Trevor Ward 
Fort Knox, KY 

Husband of Lindsay Ward 
(Ziemendorf)    

 

Give them not only true love of 
country but also love of you and 
an understanding of your love for 
all people; so that, relying upon 
your guidance, they may 
courageously defend our nation 
from every foe, promote justice, 
honor, and unity among our 
people, and be a means of 
fostering mutual respect and 
understanding among all peoples 
of the world. Amen. 

Monday Prayer and 
Fellowship Group 

You can sign in here  https://
zoom.us/j/719400523 

but now you’ll be asked to enter 
a password and that number is  
615002 

Please let me know if you have 
any troubles with this new login 
info. I don’t expect there will be 
any hiccups but you can call me 
with any questions .  

Hope you join us.  

Jeff 984.7321 

 

Worship On-line and on TV 

Check out our TV Ministry!  

WNYChurchUnleashed.com 

A partnership of Zion, St. Paul’s, 
and Parkside bringing a message 
of grace to the world.  

“We want you know that you are 
unconditionally loved by God.”  

Airs Sunday at 10:00 am on 
channel 5 (meTV) or channel 67 
(wbbz)  
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Zion Book Club  
Monday, January 10, 2022 

3:00PM at Zion Church  

The Rose Code  

By Kate Quinn 

This historical novel takes place at a 

country estate, Bletchley Park England. A 

story of female code breakers and their 

top secret jobs during WWII. A great read 

based on facts. All are welcome  

Any question call  Helen Klebes 406-9719  
 

“God loves  you,  No Matter  What ”   

Women On Wednesday 

We Meet on the second Wednesday of 

the month.  

 Wednesday, January 12, 2022 

at 6:30 pm 

Study: Bad Girls of the Bible  

by Liz Curtis Higgs  

Any questions, contact April at 

halandapril@verizon.net or 741-9344 

Zion Men’s Breakfast  
Join us January 15 for Breakfast 

Combined In-Person and Online event. Those 
preferring to continue to participate remotely can 
use Zoom Meeting ID 860 467 054.   
A request of $5.00 per person donation to cover 
basic expenses but no one is ever refused by our 
group.  
Thanks to all of you for your diligent and sincere 
efforts to try and return to in-person fellowship!!  
 
So long for now, 
Jeff 
Cell: 716.984.7321  

Email: jeffaich@rochester.rr.com  

FACTS AND FIGURES 

Average Attendance as of: 11/30/21      88 

Average Attendance for the same period in 2020:       92 

Weekends      5:00 9:15 Total S.C.S  Offering    

11/6-7 42 95 137 57 $3,919.00 

11/13-14 180 44 224  $5,711.75 

11/20-21 40 88 128  $28.78.00 

11/27-28 50 55 105  $11,413.01 

Our Worship Attendance   

Our Giving to God  

9 

A memorial has been made in memory of:  

Ernest Schmidt by: 

Cheryl Johnson 

ANGEL TREE THANK YOU 

We would like to thank everyone who     

participated in this year's Angel Tree Project. 

Once again we have made a difference in 

the lives of the children at Buffalo School 

#80, the Veterans at Altamont House, and 

the families at Family Promise. 

 

Our hands, God's work.  Merry Christmas. 

 

The Outreach Team 

A thank you has been received from         

Lutheran Charities for our gift of $4,809.20. 

A thank you has been received from Lake 

Chautauqua Lutheran Center for our gift of 

$1,250.01. 
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MAKING CHRIST KNOWN 

Pastor Roger Griffiths E-mail: pastorroger@zionclarencecenter.com 

Elaine Baker’s  E-Mail:  elaine@zionclarencecenter.com   

Emily Lotocki’s Email: Emily@zionclarencenter.com 

Office Manager: E-mail: office@zionclarencenter.com 

Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday 9am-3pm, Friday-closed    

Church Office: 741-2656                                           Website: zionclarencenter.com  

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH— December 2021-January 2022 

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Return Service Requested 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9535 Clarence Center Road, PO Box 235 
Clarence Center NY 14032-0235 

ZION 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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